Evaluation of the IgG4 in Egyptian bancroftian filariasis.
The IgG4 response against antigen extracts from Wuchereria bancrofti microfilariae and Dirofilaria immitis adult worms was determined by ELISA in 65 Egyptian adult male patients suffering from different clinical manifestations of W. bancrofti infection. They were divided into microfilaremic (n-35) and amicrofilaremic (n = 30) and these divisions were subdivided into early asymptomatic, hydrocele and late chronic elephantiasis subgroups. The IgG4 responses were significantly higher in early asymptomatic patients whether microfilaremic or amicrofilaremic than in hydrocele or in chronic elephantiasis (P < 0.05) & (P < 0.001) respectively. The IgG4 response was slightly higher in microfilaremic than in amicrofilaremic subjects. The mean OD value of IgG4 among the microfilaremics against the microfilaria antigen in early asymptomatic patients (0.840 nm) was lower than the IgG4 response against the adult antigen in the same group (0.960 nm), while among the early asymptomatic amicrofilaremics it was the same (0.690 nm) in both microfilaria and adult antigens.